
Series: Basic Doctrine of the Bible

Title: Lesson 5 — Sufficiency 

Text: Psalm 119:130


Four topics… 

1.  THE __________________ OF SUFFICIENCY  

2 Timothy __________________


“Sufficiency of Scripture” = “the ability of the Word of God to address every area of human 
existence.” Draper and Keathley


“Sufficiency of Scripture” = “Scripture alone makes a person complete, capable, and proficient.  
God’s Word furnishes all we must know to become saved and to grow in grace…the Scriptures 
alone…are the source of spiritual knowledge.” Ron Rhodes


“For so many people today, it would appear that the Bible is not enough.” Paul F. Taylor 

Genesis __________________


2.  THE __________________ OF SUFFICIENCY 

2 Peter __________________


 Via the incarnate Word and His revealed Word, God’s children have the necessary equipment 
for holy living.  Scripture is sufficient for leading one to salvation (2 Timothy 3:15), growing 
one’s faith (Romans 1:17), maturing a person spiritually (1 Peter 2:2), producing a sanctified life 
(John 17:17), discerning the state of a person’s psyche (Hebrews 4:12-13), protecting one from 
sin (Psalm 119:11), filling a person with God’s love (1 Peter 1:22-23), endowing a person with 
wisdom (Psalm 119:99), comforting a person in trials (Psalm 119:50), strengthening one’s soul 
(1 John 2:14), giving direction in life (Psalm 119:105), and bestowing innumerable blessings 
(Psalm 1:1-3).


3. __________________ AND SUFFICIENCY 

Matthew __________________


Deuteronomy __________________


Jesus’ words reveal that the Word of God provides us with a sort of spiritual sustenance.  Just 
as our daily allotment of food enables us to survive and thrive in a physical sense, our regular 
allotment of Bible truth nourishes us in a spiritual sense.  The truth of Scripture is like bread for 
our soul.  When we read, study, and understand God’s Word, we receive what we need for 
living godly lives.


Job __________________


“The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for his own glory, for man’s 
salvation, faith and life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary 
consequence may be deduced from Scripture; unto which nothing at any time is to be added, 
whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of men.” Ryan McGraw


4.  __________________ TO SUFFICIENCY 



Satan’s tactic of tempting people to doubt God’s Word is still prevalent today.  Since the 
Garden of Eden, he has beckoned people to disbelieve what God has said.  Threats to the 
sufficiency of Scripture are alive and well.  Sadly, the church is not immune to such things.  
Let’s consider two challenges to sufficiency in the modern church.


A.  __________________ Theory 

“Scholars who adopt a critical paradigm assume that power relations influence our 
everyday experience in a variety of ways.  More specifically, critical scholars believe that 
power — whether in personal relationships, the workplace, or our larger culture — tends to 
inhibit our ability to experience our full humanity.  In other words, power is an oppressive 
force.  Thus, the goal of the critical paradigm is to critique existing power structures to offer 
alternatives, and to work toward human empowerment.” Floyd, Schrodt, Erbert, & 
Threthewey


“Critical Race Theory (CRT) advances the worldview that race is a socially constructed 
system that has been manipulated throughout history by the dominant White caste to 
create and maintain a hierarchy between groups of persons with different physical 
attributes such as skin color, hair texture, and facial features.” Braithwaite & Schrodt


B.  Contemporary Approaches to __________________ 

“Being concerned only with results and not with principles is to be rejected.  Being 
innovative means that we are open to new methods of telling the gospel, while the 
pragmatic approach operates on the premise that the end justifies the means.  Presenting 
the gospel in new and pioneering ways is in keeping with the New Testament model; 
concealing the gospel to keep from offending our hearers is not.  Taking the pragmatic 
approach to doing ministry is human-centered and reveals a lack of confidence in the 
sufficiency of preaching the Word of God.” Draper & Keathley


“The evangelical movement has no shortage of theological tinkerers and self-style 
apologists who seem to think the way to win the world is to embrace whatever theories are 
currently in vogue regarding evolution, morality, epistemology, or whatever — and then 
reframe our view of Scripture to fit this worldly ‘wisdom.’  The Bible is treated like Silly 
Putty, pressed and reshaped to suit the shifting interests of popular culture.” John 
MacArthur



